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The New Path

It gives us great pleasure to introduce our redesigned annual bulletin. We hope you like the new format as
much as we do. Adding powerful full color images and thematic articles allows us to more directly convey
what we do and who we are. To make room for these important new features, and to deliver you more
timely information, we are now delivering the Nature Museum program and events calendar seasonally

by email newsletter and on our website. This change lowers costs and reduces our environmental footprint.

Though the bulletin retains the most important financial and support data found in more traditional annual
reports, we have placed a much greater emphasis on the qualitative and experiential aspect of what we
do and how we do it. Our goal is to express the essence of the Nature Museum’s mission, to reveal the
timeless truths entwined in our ongoing story, and to proudly show our impact and value for children and
their families.

So as we launch this inaugural issue and celebrate our sixtieth (60th) year of serving Hudson Valley
communities, we stand in the present, but—like our Young Naturalist on the cover—stride confidently into
the future. That image is a metaphor for who we are, where we are headed, and the special place we
occupy in our region and in the natural world. Confident. Open. Respectful. Grounded. Fearless. Always
looking up the path for what comes next. We hope you will join us on this journey.

%m@regmn | Executive Director
Steve (Bywaw | Board Chair

The mission of the Nature
Museum is to create responsible
caretakers of the environment, which
makes it difficult to quantify our full
effect with statistics or measure our
impact on individual children using
short-term metrics. We measure in
experiences. In moments. In wet
shoes and dirty faces. In hikes and
walks. In leaves and trails and
pebbles. In wildflowers and bird
nests found, but left untouched. It is
here that the real impact and value
of the Nature Museum is found—in
these moments where a child first
learns to love and care for the earth.

Since its start in 1959, the Nature
Museum has shared literally
thousands of such moments with
children from across the region,
planting the seeds of a lifelong
connection to the natural world in
each of them.

Cover photo by Alex Bennett



How We

Teach

Jenny Brinker

Between after-school classes, Weekend
Nature Programs, field trips, and
special events, we've created 28,752
opportunities to make a lasting
connection to the natural world.

Head

Through science-based curriculum, we
promote knowledge of the environment
and the dynamic role humankind plays
in its well-being. Programming is guided
by state and national standards used by
many schools to keep our information
relevant to teachers and students.

Hands

Sensory experiences elicit strong
responses in the brain that allow us to
form stronger connections between
static information and its meaning.
Hands-on activities can allow us to
learn without it feeling like work, making
it appealing to many audiences.

Creating an emotional connection

to nature spurs us to action and
encourages behaviors that show respect
for the community around us. Caring for
the environment and its citizens centers
around one key feeling--love.
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Young Naturalist Preschool Director,

Kerrilee Hunter, with students
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Kerrilee Hunter

| cannot tell you how many times |
have been walking through one of the Young
Naturalist classrooms with a prospective
preschool family and the child suddenly goes
running off to play. Even children described
by their parents as clingers, shy, or ‘takes

a little while to warm up’ often get to the
business of playing in our classrooms within
moments of arriving. | like to think it's because
the children know.

They know that what we're doing here feels
right. In the way that we go outside each day
and the way we bring the outdoors into our
classroom space, we say yes to being part

of the wider world and all that comes with it.
We set boundaries for safe exploration, but
we're not stifling the children’s best interests

in the name of it. The children feel this when
they come into our classrooms and find others
happily engaged in play, often streaked with
paint or mud, and see the teachers interacting
with them at the children’s level. They feel

that sense of safety and freedom that is the
backbone of our program and the attitude we
take with us on hikes into the woods or down
to the pond.

We have seen time and again the magic
that happens when we give children the
opportunity to interact with the natural world,
give them tools and simple guidelines for
safety, and then get out of the way. Nature
has a way of presenting lessons that even the
best teachers could never dream up.
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Nature

for Generations

Joe and Susan Maloney have been
Nature Museum members since 1981, but
Joe's history with us goes back further than
that. Sixty years ago when the Nature Museum
offered its first summer programs, Joe was not
quite old enough. “Many of my friends joined
that first year and | followed everything they
did with great interest.” The

experiences. “During my time as Coordinator of
Student Teaching at Mount Saint Mary College
| was responsible for providing enrichment
opportunities for our student teachers.” Susan
says. “The Nature Museum provided seminars
for my students for several years and those
experiences empowered them to think of
working outside the walls
of a traditional classroom.”

following summerhe metthe
minimum age requirement.
Years later, he introduced
Susan to the organization
and the two have been
actively involved ever since.

“l was fortunate to spend
a tremendous amount of
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The Nature Museum brings

places where they can simply
walk out the door and get the
benefits of being in nature.

As members Of Generations

[outdoor] experiences to for Nature, our legacy
children who do not live in

giving group, the Maloneys
are helping to ensure the
Nature Museum’s future.
“Joining Generations for
Nature was anaturalforus!”

time in the surrounding

woodlands, hiking Little Round Top and Storm
King Mountain,” Joe says of his Cornwall
childhood. “The Nature Museum brings those
same experiences to children who do not live
in places where they can simply walk out the
door and get the benefits of being in nature.”
Sue shares his commitment to unique education
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Sue says. Joe agrees that
“being part of the evolution
of this truly unique organization and helping to
sustain the operation for future generations” is
important to both of them. “Good stewards of
the environment are more crucial than ever.”

Jess Oliveri



Our animal family consists of over 35 individuals that are used for education. Here are just a few:

Scales & Tails AR 1]

Emily Nestlerode
N\
The Wildlife Education Center (WEC) is the place that our Animal Ambassadors
call home. The WEC welcomes visitors during public weekend hours year-round,
hosts dozens of programs each season, houses our natural history exhibits, and
Old Man

provides additional education space for the Young Naturalists.

Photos by Emily Nestlerode

Habitats Exhibit

Funded by a grant from the Dorr
Foundation, the Habitats exhibit
in the Ogden Gallery opened in
April 2019. The grant included a
fully funded program component
and bus transportation for all
fifth grades at Horizons-on-
the-Hudson magnet school. The
addition of an augmented reality

Animal Ambassadors

Our animal ambassadors  bring
joy to visitors and staff alike. They
require specialized diets, stimulation,
and care in order to thrive. Of
particular note this year, our great
horned owl—who has been with
the museum since the mid-1980s—

required emergency surgery to fully
remove one eye. Thankfully our

veterinarians, Dr. Jaworski and Dr. T V= A & .
Maidhof, were up to the task on very Drs. Jaworski (left)and ; T AN S sand table was made possible by

Thelauginenied-realit.sand Hamlin Hill Science. The exhibit
table in the Habitats exhibit wasdesigned by Emily Nestlerode.

short notice. He's fully recovered Maidhof (right) examine the
and adapted to his new abilities! great horned ow!




A Natural
Education

Amy Bandolik

The Young Naturalist
Preschool teachers support
early learners exactly

where they are in their own
development, help move them
along in ways unique to each,
and don't subscribe to the
idea that every child follows
the same textbook timeline. |
knew | had chosen the right
preschool the very first time

| saw Kerrliee Hunter squat
down, near to the floor to be
at eye-level with my son Jack
before speaking with him. That
deliberate physical move, to

not talk down to him in any
sense of the word and to
meet him where he was,
physically, intellectually,
and emotionally, was a
clue to the deep affection
and respect these educators

have for childhood.

| was repeatedly astounded
and impressed when |'d
speak with Jack's teachers
and find that they knew

him as | know him. They
described his qualities,
strengths, and challenges

and saw him for exactly who |
know him to be and they were
approaching their teaching

to meet his needs. Their
observational skills, combined
with the will to act according to
what they observed, are rare
and to be applauded. Every
time | squat down to answer
Jack's question, | think of his
Young Naturalist teachers and
realize how much | got out of
HHNM as a parent. | learned
how to turn philosophy into
practice and be a mom in a
way | can never repay.
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Amy Bandolik and son, Jack, at school pick-up

“The Hudson Highlands
Nature Museum'’s teaching
philosophy extends far
beyond a nature-based
education. Itis, instead,

a ‘natural’” education that
draws on the lessons of
tree and sky and bird
and stream to celebrate
and support the natural
development of a child.”



6,093

g school students received
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&ﬂ bt : programming
No matter how big or

how small; whether
watching a red tailed
hawk soar above the trees
or ushering an earthworm
across a rain-soaked
pathway, the time a child
spends in nature adds up
to equal something bigger
than those individual
moments.

weekend visitors
played in
Grasshopper Grove

6,327

leaves collected

1,054

sticks played with ) people came to the
O ' g of those students received Wildlife Education
programming free of charge Center

eyes poked out




Financial Statements

Operating Expenses

Education Program Costs..........ooeoooeooeeeoeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseese $832,871
WX [ T Ta TR 1 L) DO $143,953
FUNAIGISING ..o $51,412
Total Operating EXpenses .........orirsricescessrsessosn $1,028,236

Operating Revenue

Admissions/Sales/Program Fees. ... $535,524
FUNAraising EVENES ..ottt $163,130
Grants & Corporate Sponsorships. ... $100,001
Membership DONGHONS ....occererrersersersersessessessessessesssessessens $127309
(@1 Y=Y D Yo YA e | To) s Lo $102,272
Total Operating Revenue ... $1,028,236

B Education Program Costs (81%)
Administration (14%)
B Fundraising (5%)

B Admission/Sales/Program Fees (52%)
Fund Raising Events (16%)
Grants/Corporate Sponsorships (10%)

B Membership Donations (12%)

[ Other Donations (10%)

Thanks

Thank you for your generous support
of nature education and play at the
Nature Museum. Your donations
make possible an array of hands-on,
experiential education programs that
help children and families establish a
meaningful connection to the natural
world.

This list represents only a small
portion of the people and businesses
whose donations made a difference
in 2018-19. Please visit our website
for the complete list.

Highlands Circle
$10,000+

Anonymous*

Christopher Buck & Hara Schwartz*
Steve & Mandy Bywater*

Hamlin Hill Science

Dr. Ted & Laura Hromadka™

Susan K. & Joseph F. Maloney, III*
George & Judy Muser*

Lynn Peebles & Douglas Land *
Nathaniel & Tracy Stillman™

Hudson Circle
$5000-$9999

Susan & Henry Christensen™
Christopher C. Davis

Daniel Law & Julia Siep ™

Sheryl Sturges & Jonathan Deull*

Conservationist
$2500-$4999

John & Debbie Edelen™

Kristin Gamble

Trish Hamlin

Andrew & Elinor Hart*

Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union
Jacobowitz & Gubits, LLP

Michelle D. Smith

Curator
$1000-$2499

Albert Group Pools & Patios
Dr. & Mrs. John W. Baker*
Phebe & George Banta™
Rob & Alisha Barnsby *

John & Sue Bliss*

William Brown

William G. Cavanagh
Central Hudson Gas & Electric
Herbert & Beverly Chase
Norma M. Deull

Lee & Kathy Farrow
Elizabeth & Irv Flinn
Marjorie & Gurnee Hart*
Hudson Valley Help Wanted



Curator (cont.) Naturalist Studio 208
$1000-$2499 $500-$999 Mrs. L. Philip Swirbul

Anne Symmes & Stephen Ives
Andrew Jacobs & Lotus Do*  Argenio Brothers, Inc. Volunteer New York
Jensen Family Raymond E. Bell Jr. Walmart Store #2104
Lanc & Tully Engineering Braine - Depkin Family * West Point Tours, Inc.
and Surveying PC Anne P. Cabot William A. Smith &

Peter Land & Michele Seamus Carroll & Marie Wieck Som IMsumEnes

aneless Margaret & Jim Harbison ™ Edward Whitney
r Morrison & Fenella Heckscher

Explorer
$250-$499

yanna Abeles &
-

Laurel A Dutcher
Gale Epstein
Glynwood Center
Greater Cornwall

Chamber of Commerce
Kenneth S. Fishel
Mark Fleischman
Jim & Colleen Fogarty
Athina Giovanis
Jane Gunnison
Hudson Valley Lighting
Professor & Mrs. Richard Hull
Gerald & Marlene Jacobowitz*
Marcie Jacobs-Cole
Jones Farm and Country Store
William Kostenblatt
Daniel J. Kramer & Judith Mogul
o & Debby Landesman

utz

= & chuster  Sevinch E. Bridges
Noah & Angela Shapiro* Jenny & Ben Brinker*
Mrs. C. Sidamon-Eristoff Robert & Karen Brisman*

Jennifer Carlquist
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Deborah Dulaney :
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Mary & Bill Murphy*

Jill O’Brien*

Jessica Oliveri*

Orange County Land Trust
Kenneth Rafferty

Melanie & Tom Robinson*
Len & Judy Rothman*

ori & Sigmund Abeles™

G e
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d Moss & Nancy Abraham

Elizabeth Stradar &
Carlos Santiago
Stewart’s Shops
Jim & Gina Szumlaski
Stephen & Susanne Vondrak*
Tectonic Engineering
Consultants P.C.
Dave & Christine Work*
Jean Wort*
Gilbert Wortsmann

Foundations

Chubb - Corporate Giving
Dorr Foundation
Empire State Bank Charitable
Trust Fund
Garden Club of
Orange & Dutchess
G. B. and M. May Foundation
The Kaplan Family Foundation
Ralph E. Ogden
Foundation, Inc.
The ndatio

Swantz Family Foundation

Staff
Amelia Allen

Alexandria Bennett
Sasha Boucher

Tom Bregman

Erik Breitenbach
Jenny Brinker
Catherine Chimento
Katie Guers
Mike Heubach
Carl Heitmuller
Kerrilee Hunter
Kerry Kopf
Greg Kopf
Alyssa Lamica
Robert Lipkin
Joanna Marvel
Brendan McDon
Amanda

Board

Stephen Bywater, Chair
Michele Babcock, Vice Chair
George Muser, Secretary
Jim Szumlaski, Treasurer
Howard Protter, General Counsel
Rebecca Bonhomme
William Braine
Robert Brisman

Susan Christensen
Deborah Vann Edelen
Elinor Hart

Laura E. Hromadka

Brian Hunt
Andrew Jacobs
Kristin E. Jen

*Denotes Acorn
Society members

We make every effort o
compile an accurate list of
supporters. In the unfortunate
event that we have made

an error or omission, please

contact Jessica Oliveri at

(845) 534-5506 ext 215
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